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1 T1M. vi. 3, 4. 
17 any Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not 


unto wholeſom Words, even the Words of 


our Lord Teſus Chrift, and to the Do- 
arine which is according to Godlineſs ; 


He is proud, knowing nothing 


Shall make none other Uſe of the Words 
now read, than to introduce a Diſcourſe, 

Concerning Subſcription to Articles of Reli- 
gion, And foraſmuch as 9 have been 
ſtarted with relation to the Power of demand- 
ing ſuch a Subſcription z --- The Expediency of 
exerciſing ſuch a Power; ---and the Nature 
and Extent of the Subſcription it ſelf ; it will 
not be improper to examine particularly into 
this Subject. | 

A Diſcourſe of this kind may be thought 
the more ſuitable, becauſe the Audience, 15 
B ore 


6 The CASE of Subſcription 
fore whom I ſpeak, is eſpecially Intereſted ini 
this Point. Theſe Teſts of our Opinions, in 
religious Matters, are not only requir'd of us 
at our Ordinations, but upon ſeveral other Oc- 
caſions to be repeated by us. We therefore 
are concern'd, in an extraordinary manner, to 
examine into this Subject; as well for the pti- 
vate Satisfaction of our own Minds, as to juſti- 
fy our Conduct and Behaviour to the World, 
But, before I proceed farther, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to offer ſome Obſervations concerning 
the. true State of the Subject before us: be- 
cauſe, by not attending carefully to This, We 
ſhall be led off from the main Point, and per- 
plex*d with Objections difficult ro be anſwer'd. 
After which, I will diſtinctly conſider the prin- 
cipal Queſtions, which ariſe from the Subject 
to ſtated. run 4 
The Caſe then, which I have in View at 
preſent, relates to the Thirty-nine Articles of our 
Church. But foraſmuch as Theſe conſiſt of 
Propolitions, tho* equally true, yet not of 
equal Importance, it may not be amiſs to ob- 
ſerve, in the | | 
Firſt Place, A Diſtinction ſuggeſted in the 
very Title of theſe Articles, viz. The Di- 
ſtinction between Articles of Faith, and Arti- 
cles of Religion Articles of Faith (in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe of that Expreſſion) conſiſt only of ſach 
Truths as are fundamental in the Chriſtian 
Scheme: Theſe are collected in the Apoſtles 
Creed, and farther explain*d in the Athanaſian 
and Nicene. By Articles of Religion we under- 
ſtand ſuch Truths, as being founded in Scrip- 
ture, -the Word of God, have a _— Evi- 
ence; 
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dence; but not bearing ſo cloſe and immedi- 
ate a Relation to the main Branches of the 
Chriſtian Scheme, are thèxefore of an inferior 
Nature. 

Having noted this, I am led on to obſerve 
farther, that as there is, in the Reaſon of 
things, a conſiderable Difference between the 
Caſe of the Clergy and of the Laity, ſo the Wiſ- 
dom of the Church hath carefully preſerv'd 
this Difference in relation to Subſcriptions, The 
latter, meerly conſider'd as Chriſtians, are re- 
quir'd to profeſs their Belief of the fundamen- 
tal Articles of our Faith ; which being firſt 
done in Baptiſm, is afterward repeated in the 
daily Offices of the Church. Ordinarily this 
is all: And other Doctrines, as not being the 
diſtinguiſhing and eſſential Marks of a Chriſtian, 
(however true in themſelves) are yet leſs neceſ- 
ſary to be diſtinctly underſtood, and explicit. 
ly profeſs'd by them. But much more may 
reaſonably be demanded from thoſe, who are 
to officiate in ſacred Matters. A clearer and 
fuller Comprehenſion of the ſeveral Truths of 
the Goſpel may be expected from the Clergy, 
than from mere Laymen. And when *tis con- 
ſider'd, that the Clergy are intruſted with ex- 
plaining, and inſtructing Men in, the Truths 
of Chriſtianity, too much Care cannot be taken 
ro prevent the ill Effects either of their {g#0- 
rance or Error: For however Theſe may be 
often pardonable in common Chriſtians, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to learn; they can admit much 
leſs Excuſe in Clergymen, whoſe Employment 
it is to teach: And the Church would poorly 
have provided for the Reputation of its Mini- 
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8 The CASE of Subſcription 
ſters, and the Safety of the People, if no En- 
quiry were made, what religious Opinions were 
maintain'd by the one, and would probably be 
infus'd into the other. Hence as well for the 
ſake of publick Good, as of the orthodox Be- 
lief of particular Teachers, a Subſcription to 
Articles of Religion is expected: The Reaſona- 
bleneſs and Expediency of which Proceeding, I 
ſhall more fully repreſent in another Part of 
this Diſcourſe, | 
I-am to remark, in the next place, that 
Thoſe Articles, to which Subſcription is re- 
quir'd, ſhould always be collected from, and 
founded on Scripture ; this being the only Rule 
of a Chriſtian's Faith or Belief : But yet it will 
by no means follow from hence, that they muſt 
always be expreſs'd in Scripture Terms, 

For, Firſt, There are ſeveral Doctrines, of 
conſiderable moment, which may be deduc'd, 
by right Reaſoning, from Truths laid down in 
Scripture ; and are therefore contain'd in the 
facred Writings, not in direct and expreſs 
Terms, but virtually and by Implication. Theſe, 
if at all propos'd, muſt be expreſs'd in a mere 
buman Form. 0 

Others there are, repreſented in Expreſſions, 
which, taken by themſelves, are of a very 
doubiful Meaning and Signification; but are 
deter mind, as to their Senſe, by the Circum- 
ſtances of the Place in which they are found : 
To draw out theſe Propoſitions from Scripture, 
and to expreſs them in Scripture Words, would 
render That indefinite in the Article, which is 
determinate in the ſacred Writings: In ſuch 
Caſes as theſe, we ſhall be oblig'd to vary the 
Expreſſion in order to retain the Senſe. T 

Q 
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To this it may be added, that there are 
other Doctrines, which are rather preſervative 
of Scripture Truth, than directly expreſs'd in 
Scripture ; Thus for Inſtance ; The Church of 
Rome having ad vanc'd very groundleſs and dan- 
gerous Doctrines concerning Purgatory, Indul- 
gences, and the like, it hath been judg'd pro- 
per to declare againſt theſe Errors, and to 
guard againſt ſuch Corruptions, by requirin 
every Miniſter to ſubſcribe a Condemnation o 
them. But can it be expected that every reli- 
gious Error ſhould be diſtinctly mention'd in 
Scripture? Is it not ſufficient to lay down 
the Truth, without reciting every Poſition 
inconſiſtent with it ? Or, is no erroneous Opi- 
nion to be condemn'd, which is not in expreſs 
Terms condemn'd in Scripture ? If Notions of 
this kind are not to be admitted, then ſome 
Articles may reaſonably be propos'd, which 
are not expreſs'd in Scripture Terms, 

One thing yet remains in order to the full 
State of this Subject; and that is, to conſider 
What is implied in the Subſcription it ſelf; Whe- 
ther it expreſſes our Aſent to the Truth of the 
Articles ſubſcrib'd, or be only an Engagement 
not to diſpute or contradii? them. 

I conceive it will appear, by what I am 
about to offer, that our Subſcription amounts 
to an Approbation of, and Aſſent to the Truth of 
the Doctrines ſubſcrib'd, And that, 

Firſt, Becauſe This ſeems to be implied in 
the bare AF of Subſcribing ; and we ſhould be 
underſtood, by every indifferent Spectator, as 
approving the Truth of thoſe Doctrines, unleſs 
the Form of Subſcription declar'd the contrary : 

| ; nor 


10 The CASE of Subſcription 
nor would any one be apt to conſider them as 
Articles of Peace, but as Articles of Doctrine. 

This Notion is farther confirm'd by the very 
Title of the Articles themſelves; For they are 
faid to be fram'd for the avoiding Diverſities of 
Opinions, and for eſtabliſhing Conſent touching true 
Religion: But This End cannot be obtain'd, un- 
leſs they are Subſcrib'd as Truths aſſented to. 

What hath been here ſaid will receive greater 
Weight from conſideringthe Declaration inthe 
36th Canon; in which we acknowledge All the 
Thirty-nine Articles to be agreeable to the Word of 
God; and conſequently, to be Truths, which 
we explicitly receive, and not barely Doctrines 
not to be oppos'd. 

Laſily, Let it be remember'd, that the Rea- 
ſon why the Clergy in particular are requir'd to 
ſubſcribe, is this; becauſe they are Teachers “. 
The Articles therefore muſt be ſuppos*d to 
contain Doctrines to be taught and inculcated 
on the People ; and concerning which, it is not 
ſufficient in a Teacher to be ſilent. Were the 
Caſe otherwiſe, it would follow, that the Peo- 
ple are only guarded againſt the Errors of their 
' Paſtors, but not entitled to any A//itance from 
them. But if Teachers are to explain and re- 
commend theſe Doctrines, then a Subſcription 
to them muſt imply a Belief of them; unleſs it 
be maintain'd, that it is reaſonable to recom- 
mend as True, what in our own Opinions we 
condemn as Falle. | 

Having proceeded thus far in ſtating this 
Subject, it will be proper that I ſhould now 


'# See the Act 13. Eliz. Which requires Subſcription, & g. 
conſider 
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tonfider the moſt. important Queſtions which 
ariſe from it : And theſe are, 


Firſt, What Right or Power the Church hath 
to demand ſuch Subſcriptions. | 

_ Secondly, How far it may be reaſonable and 
expedient to exerciſe this Power. And, 

_ Thirdly, What Obligations are laid on thoſe 
Perſons, who ſubmit to this Power and make 
theſe Subſcriptions, 


For the better Deciſion of the firſt Queſtion, 
We are to conſider the Church, not barely as 
a Number of Perſons, who profeſs a Belief in 
Jeſus Chriſt as the promis'd Meſſias, but as a 
religious Body or Society of Men; who are united 
under Chriſt the ſupreme Governour, as well 
as Founder of this Society. Thus is it con- 
ſtantly repreſented in the New Teſtament. But 
were there nothing of this kind diſtinctly in- 
culcated in the ſacred Writings, yet would 
Men be naturally led to unite together, as 
well in a religious, as à civil Capacity. Their 
common' Concerns in ſpiritual Afﬀairs render 
ſuch an Union deſireable; and the evident In- 
tereſts of Religion make it both expedient and 
neceſſary. Upon this Account, tho' the Scrip- 
tures were /ilent on this Head, yet the Expe- 
diency of entering into a religious Union might 
influence thoſe who are truly Religious; and 
the Reaſon of the thing be a ſufficient Mani- 
feſtation of the Will of God. 

This Point being once gain'd, viz. That 
the Church is à Society, it follows, that it muſt 
be inveſted with all thoſe Powers which are 

3 eſſential 


12 7e CASE of Subſcription 
eſſential to a Society: and to deny it any of 
thoſe Powers, is by conſequence to deny it to 
be a Society. | 

If then the Church hath a Right to all 
thoſe Powers, which are eſſential to a Society, 
it muſt have This amongſt others, viz. To pre- 
ſerve it ſelf, as well from the Injuries of dome- 
flick as of foreign Enemies; and ſince whoſoever 
hath a Right to the End, muſt have a Right 
alſo to uſe thoſe Means, which are neceſſary 
and conducive to that End, it is a farther Con- 
ſequence, that the Church may juſtly uſe all 
the proper Means of its Preſervation : And 
therefore, if the demanding ſuch Subſcriptions, 
as I have before mention'd, ſhall appear to be 
neceſſary for this purpoſe, it hath and muſt 
have a Right to demand them. Ep 

This is no more than what is allow'd and 
practis'd by all other Societies. Their Good 
or Ill is known to depend on the Qualifica- 
tions of thoſe who preſide in them; and there- 
fore Rules are generally laid down, whereby 
their Merits and Qualifications ſhall be deter- 
min'd: Nor is a Proceeding of this kind ever 
complain'd of by ſober Men, as a Violation of 
natural Rights or Privileges. 3&1 

In ſhort, as every Society hath a Right to 
preſerve it ſelf, ſo hath it of judging concerning 
_ thoſe Means, which are neceſſary for its Pre- 
ſervation ; and, in conſequence of this, of fixing 
the Qualifications of thoſe Officers, who areto 
be employ*'d in ſupporting and defending it: 
From whence it further appears, that it muſt 
have a Right to preſcribe proper Teſts of theſe 
Qualifications : And if Subſcription to . 
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Scheme of Doctrines ſhall appear to be ſuch a 
proper Teſt, then the Church, as a Society, muſt 


have a Right to demand ſuch a Subſcription. 


This Argument will be confirm'd if we con- 
ſider further, that the Church is a Society, in- 
ſtituted for the Promotion of religious Concerns, 
and the Preſervation of our moſt holy Faith. If 
it be @ religious Society, then the Preſervation 
and Promotion of Religion muſt be its proper 
End: And foraſmuch as the Chriſtian Religion 
conſiſts partly of Duties to be perform'd, and 
partly of Do#rines to be receiv'd, it mult there- 
fore be the proper Bulineſs of this Society to 
enforce the One, and to preſerve the Other. It 
is clear from hence, that right Notions concern- 
ing Duty and Faith ought, as far as poſſible, to 
be promoted by the Church; any notorious 
Errors in either reſpect tending to undermine 
and deſtroy our Religion. Care therefore 
ſhould be taken that the Duties and Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity be taught in their primitive Pu- 
rity ; and conſequently, that thoſe who Ofici- 
ate in the great Work of Teaching be ſuch, as 


rightly underſtand and firmly belicve the ſeveral 


Truths of the Goſpel. This muſt be admit- 


ted); or elſe it muſt be maintain'd, that the 


Church hath no Authority to purſue the very 
End and Deſign of its Inſtitution. Now if the 
Orihodoxy of its particular Teachers be proper 
Matter of the Church's Care, then muſt it 
have a Right of preſcribing thoſe 7%, where- 
by this Orthodoxy may be made appear; and 
conſequently, of framing a certain Scheme of 
Articles as a Teſt of their religious Notions, 

C The 


14 The CASE of Subſcription 
The Power of the Church having been thus 
far inſiſted on, I will now proceed to the 
24 Queſtion propos'd, viz. How far it may 
be thought reaſonable and expedient to exerciſe 
this Power. This Enquiry is of a different 

Nature from the former ; becauſe, in man 
Inſtances, there may be Rights, the Exerciſe of 
which may be highly inexpedient. Thus, the 
Church, conſider'd as a Society, hath evidently 
a Right of enjoining things in themſelves in- 
different ;—or, which are neither commanded 
nor forbidden by any Divine Law. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, there may be ſome Particulars 
of this kind mention'd, the Determination of 
which would be attended with Inconveniencies : 
and therefore Viſdom and Prudence muſt here be 
us'd to direct the Exerciſe of thoſe Powers 
which confeſſedly belong to it. 
In order to know then how far the Exerciſe 
of acknowledg'd Rights is proper, we muſt 
conſider what probable Advantages or Diſad- 
vantages will ariſe from it: Theſe being duly 
conſider'd, and carefully ballanc'd, the Solu- 

tion of the Queſtion will be plain and eaſy. 

Thus, as to the Point we are now deba- 
ting: The Method of requiring Subſcription 
to Articles of Religion, from thoſe who are to 
be admitted to the ſacred Office, is expedient, 
as it is the beſt, and indeed the only probable 
Means of preventing the Corruption of our 
Faith; and of providing that the ſeveral Do- 

ctrines of our Religion be faithfully inculcated 
on the People. 3 
Something to this purpoſe hath been hinted 
before, under the former Head, To which 1 
15 will 
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will add here, that as it may reaſonably be 
preſum'd Men's Preaching will be influenc'd by 
their. religious Opinions, ſo is it that their re- 
ligious Opinions will be known by their Sub- 
ſeriptions ; and conlequently, by admitting 
none to the ſacred Office, who refuſe to Sub- 
ſcribe the Articles we are ſpeaking of, due 
Care will be taken for the Prevention of Error, 
and the Propagation of Truth. 1 
And an Expedient of this kind will appear 
the more proper, if we conlider, that ſeveral 
pernicious Opinions have been aually taught, 
with relation to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
The Church therefore cannot be too much on 
her Guard, to prevent, by all poſſible means, 
the /preading of theſe Opinions, and to ſecure 
the People againſt the fatal Effects of theſe 
Errors, 8 5 | 
Had the Chriſtian Religion been always 
maintain'd in its primitive Purity, an explicit 
Condemnation of ſeveral poſſible Hereſies 
might have been eſteem'd needleſs; and ſuch 
Cautions would have been very unſeaſonable, 


if there were no apparent Danger. Accord- 
ingly, the Church hath generally proceeded in 


determining concerning particular Doctrines, 
by this Rule : And perhaps little more was 
originally requir'd, in this reſpect, from Pa- 
ſtors, than a Declaration of their Faith, con- 
cerning the fundamental Articles of Chriſtiani- 
ty. But, by Degrees, as Men began to try 
Practices on ſacred Truth; partly, by inter- 
mixing their own vain Opinions, and partly 
by denying ſome Articles, or miſ-interpreting 
others; it was found neceſſary to apply a Re- 
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medy to this Diſeaſe. Hence it came to paſs 
that more determinate and explicit Declarations, 
concerning particular Points in our Religion, 
were now enjoin'd, than had been us'd be- 
fore; the Growth of Error multiplying ſuch 
Articles, and the Fences of Truth only bear- 
ing Proportion to the Encroachments of Falſe- 
hood. | 

This will appear to have been the Point 
in View, when the xxxix Articles of our Church 
were fram'd ; ſince the greateſt part of them 
are oppos'd to thoſe dangerous Opinions, 
which then prevail'd. 

We had juſt ſeparated from the Romiſh 
Church: but no Security could be had, that 
the Corruptions, which we had reform'd, 
ſhould not in a ſmall time again Prevail, but 
by taking the utmoſt Care that the Paſtors of 
our Church ſhould be free from thoſe Errors. 
It is upon this account, that a Condemnation 
of ſeveral Popiſh Doctrines bears ſo great a 
part in our Articles; and that Determinations 
concerning ſome Points are there made, 
which were ſcarce thought of in the more 
early Ages. _— 

It is further to be obſerv'd, that when the 
Popiſth Yoke was firſt thrown off, and the 
Scriptures began to be ſtudy*'d with Freedom, 
it happen'd (as the beſt things are liable to 
Abuſe) that ſeveral extraordinary Sects ſprung 
up, which either reviv'd old Errors, or in- 
vented new Ones. In oppoſition to Theſe 
alſo we find ſeveral Deciſions in our Articles; 
the Expediency of which is ſufficiently juſtified 
by the Circumſtances of Things, and Occa- 
fions of the Times, 
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I will advance one Step further; and en- 
deavour to ſupport the Point I am upon, by 
conſidering the Conlequences of the contrary 
Opinion. 

Thoſe who aſſert that Subſcription to Arti- 
cles of Religion is inexpedient, muſt maintain 
one or other of theſe Schemes : Either, 

Firſt, That zo Enquiry at all ought to be 
made about the Religious Opinions of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who offer themſelves for the ſacred Mi- 
niſtry; Or elſe. 

That an Aſſent to the Truth of Chriſt's 
Maſſiaſbip 1s ſufficient for this Purpoſe; Or 
elſe, | 
Laſily, That Faith in the Scriptures as the 
Word of God, with an Engagement to Preach 
what ſhall appear to be contain'd in Scripture, 
is all that can reaſonably be demanded. Let 
us conſider each of theſe Schemes diſtinctly. 

And Firſt then, If 20 Enquiries are at all 
to be made, about the religious Opinions of 
Chriſtian Teachers, it will follow, that Men 
of any, or indeed 0 Religion may yet be qua- 
lified for the Sacred Office: An Abſurdity ſo 
groſs, I ſhall not purſue thro' its particular 
Conſequences ; but think it ſufficient to have 
Juſt noted, what will be readily exploded by 
every ſober Chriſtian, 

If an Aſſent to this Propoſition alone, viz. 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Meſſias, be thought ſuffici- 
ent for the Purpoſe we are ſpeaking of, then let 
it be conſider'd, that, on this Suppolition, no 
Proviſion is made for the Beliet either of the 
Particulars of Chriſtianity, or indeed of the 
Chriſtian Religion it ſelf. For, tho' the M, 
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fiaſhip, and Divine Miffion of Chriſt be the 
Principle, on which we build the Truth and F 
Authority of our Religion, yet this leaves 0 
Men at Liberty to collect from other Conſi- 1 
derations What this Religion is, and V bere 

we are to find it: And the Mabometans them- I 
{elves allow ſomething not much ſhort of this, t 


when they own, that 7 %s Chriſt is a true ti 
Prophet. But can any one ſeriouſly maintain WF e 
that nothing more is neceſſary to qualify a Per- fi 


ſon for the Chriſtian Prieſthood, than what will a 
readily be allow'd by a Diſciple of Mahbomet ? ir 
The Laſt, and indeed moſt plauſible Scheme a 


that can be maintain'd, in Oppoſition to the { 
Method of particular Subſcriptions, is this ; p 
viz, A Declaration that the Scriptures are ut 


the Word of God, with an Engagement to ſc 
teach what ſhall appear to be contain'd in ſe 
Scripture. St 
But may we not here demand, bat Men nd 
underſtand by Scripture ? for they are not al- he 
ways agreed upon this Point. And if this Si 
alſo muſt be left undetermin'd, the Declaration th 
propos'd will be ſo looſe and uncertain, that MW ſec 
it will be difficult to ſay, What Religion is en- m 
tertain'd by them: For this cannot well be 4 
known, till we are inform'd, Where to find of 
their Religion, and What Books they allow to tit 
be the Word of God. But if by the Scriptures 
they mean ſome certain and determin'd Books, I V 
(thoſe, for Inſtance, which are allow'd to be Pr 
Canonical by the Church of England,) then I th 
this Declaration will be in a great meaſure lia- in 
ble to the ſame Obhjections, which may be made ju 
againſt particular Subſcriptions : And the = WI 
ca- of 
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Reaſons, which may well be urg'd in favour 
of ſuch a Declaration, will be equally favoura- 
ble to the Subſcriptions we are defending. 

To come more home to the Point : Were 
Men entirely agreed as to the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture; and were not the ſame Paſſages ſome- 
times alledg*d to ſupport very different Do- 
ctrines, the Scheme propos'd might be thought 


ſufficient : But then it muſt be obſerv'd with- 


al, that it would, on this Suppoſition, co- 
incide with the Method which We inſiſt on; 
and it is much the ſame, whether we ſub- 
ſcribe to the Scripture in general, whilſt the 
particular Paſſages contain'd in it are alike 
underſtood by all,. —or elſe make diſtin& Sub- 
ſcriptions to certain Articles, as truly repre- 
ſenting the Scripiure Doctrine. But the real 
State of the Caſe is otherwiſe: It hath been 
noted before, that very erroneous Doctrines 
have been maintain'd, and taught ; and the 
Scriptures themſelves alledg'd to patronize 
theſe Errors: In theſe Circumſtances a Sub- 
ſcription to the Scriptures at large is by no 
means a ſufficient Teſt of a Teacher's Ortho- 


8 doxy: And if ſome Perſons will, by an Abuſe 


of Criticiſm z endeavour to pervert theſe Wri- 
tings, ſomething ſurely ought to be done to 
guard againſt ſuch Abuſes: and the evident 
Neceſſity of the thing is enough to defend this 
Practice. Again; If a bare Declaration of 
the Truth of Scripture, without determining 
in any Inſtance the Senſe and Meaning of it, be 
judg'd ſufficient, it will follow, that no Errors 
whatſoever, relating to the particular Doctrines 
of our Religion, ought to exclude a Man "Om 

the 
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the Work of Teaching; if ye have but Weak- 
neſs enough to. imagine, that the Sacred 
Writings are on his ſide. Thus, not only 
Liberty will be allow'd, but Countenance given 
to the open Propagation of every poſſible He- 
reſy; Errors of every kind, will Succeſſively 
prevail; The weaker People will be led by 
the Confidence of ſome Teachers, and the Sub- 
tlety of others, from one Extream to another; 
whilſt the more indifferent Spectators will be 
tempted to laugh at all Religion whatſoever. 

Having thus far noted the Inconveniencies 
which attend every other Scheme, it will be 
proper that I ſhould now examine, whether 
our own Method be free from Objection. Now 
the chief Difliculties under which it labours, 
are Theſe; | 

Firſt, That the Method of propoſing Articles 
in human Forms, ſeems to derogate from the 
A and Authority of the Sacred Writings. 

nd, 

Secondly, That the making Subſcription to 
ſuch Articles a Qualification for the Sacred 
Office, is an eſtabliſhing every Error which 
ſhall creep into the Church, and a prevent- 
ing the very Poſſibility of Reformation. 

The former Objection may ſeem to re- 
ceive ſome Strength from obſerving, that the 
Scriptures are allow'd, by all Proteſtants, to 
be ſufficient plainly and clear : Now what 1s 
of it ſelf clear, can need no farther Determ:- 
nation: And, if there ſhould be Obſcuriites or 
Di: fficulties in ſome Places, yet it cannot be 
hop'd that the Things of God ſhall be better ex- 
preſs'd, than in the Words of God: or that 

uninſpir'd 
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uninſpir d and fallible Men ſhall prove ſurer 
Guides, than thoſe who were in/pir'd, and 
therefore infallible. 

The Objection, if it proves any thing, 
proves too much: For, it Scripture be ex- 
preſs'd in ſo clear Terms as to need no far- 
ther Determination, it muſt be ſo plain as to 
need no farther Explication: Upon which 
Suppoſition, thoſe learned Men have been ill 
employ*d, who have taken ſuch Pains in illu- 
ſtrating the ſacred Writings z and the Preachers 
of the Goſpel may well enough be ſpar'd as a 
uſeleſs and inſignificant Inſtirution. Beſides; 
When *tis urg'd that the Scriptures are plain, 
and that the things of God cannot be better ex- 


W 
S, preſs*d, than in the Words of God, this muſt 

refer to the Scriptures in their original Lan- 
es guage ; or to Thoſe Words in which the things 
he of God were Originally expreſs'd: If this wa 
FS. of arguing therefore be admitted, it will fol. 
: low, that all Verſions and Tranſlations of the 
to Bible muſt be condemn' d; becauſe Theſe are 
ed a Varying from the Words of God, and an 
ch affixing the Tranſlator's Senſe to the Author's 
\t- Expreſſion. | 

But be this as it will; yet it is well known, 

re- that Words, which had originally a determinate 
he Signification, do in Time become uncertain 
to and equivocal: and therefore, however clear 
i8 and plain the Scriptures might originally) be, 
Mis yet in Tra#? of Time, Words having acquir'd 
or different Meanings, they may well admit ot 
be Comment and Explication ; nor is this any Im- 
ex- peachment of the Dignity of Scripture, but 
hat only an Argument of che Defeits of Lan- 
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22 The CASE of Subſcription 
guage. I ſhall add but one thing more 
on this Objection: viz, That the Determination 
of Scripture Expreſſions, or the affixing, in 
Articles drawn up for that purpoſe, a particular 
Meaning to the general Words of Scripture, 
hath been chiefly owing to the Corruptions, which 
have in ſeveral Ages been introduc'd: And 
had not bold Men ariſen, who, under the 
Cover of Scripture Forms, inſinuated Doctrines 
directly contrary to Scripture, there would have 
been leſs Occaſion for the Method we have 
been ſpeaking of: So that this Expedient is 
what the Church had rather been forc'd up- 
on by the unhappy Circumſtances of things, 
than willingly and of herſelf choſen. 

The Second Difficulty in our Method was 
this; That the making Subſcription to par- 
ticular Articles a Qualification for the ſacred 
Office, is an eſtabliſhing every Error which 
ſhall creep into the Church, and a prevent- 
ing all Poſſibility of Reformation. 

We may reply, that according to this way 
of arguing, there ought to be no ſuch thing 
as human Laws; becauſe theſe may as well 
be applied to ſupport I, as to promote Good: 
And yet this is never, by ſober Perſons, 
thought an Objection againſt Laws in general. 

Again; for the ſame Reaſon that Subſerip- 
tions of this kind, may be ſuppos'd to eſta- 
bliſh thoſe Errors which ſhall creep into the 
Church, muſt they in like manner maintain 
and continue that Trath, which once pre- 
vails: And, if it be thought, that upon this 
foot, there can be no Reformation of Miſtakes, 
then (ſuppoſing Men are once in the right) 

ue 
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no Miſtakes can ever happen: The Objection 
therefore anſwers itſelf; and kindly guards 
us againſt the very Difficulty which it urges. 

But, without taking this Advantage, we 
will allow, that we are, (notwithſtanding all 
the Precautions that can be us'd) liable to 
Miſtakes; and that it may happen, (for it 
hath happen'd in Fact) that Truth ſhall gra- 
dually be corrupted, But then it muſt withal 
be admitted, that as Error may gradually 
prevail againſt Truth, ſo may Truth gradually 
prevail againſt Error: nor is there any Reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that Falſbood can better maintain 
it ſelf, than Truth. 

Once more, and to have done with the Ob- 
ne: Reaſon and Argument, and a due 

onſideration of things, are the Means where- 
by Truth muſt prevail againſt Error: Sup- 
poling therefore that Errors ſhould be intro- 
duc d and be in a certain Senſe eſtabli/pd; 
yet why muſt the Governing part of the Church 
be alone preſum'd incapable of Conviction ? 
The very ſame Means, whereby other Perſons 
may be induc'd to receive the Truth, are 
equally capable of influencing them alſo ; and 
therefore there is no Impoſſibility that Errors, 
once receiv'd, ſhould be reform'd, on the 
Scheme we are defending. 

Nay, this is ſo far from being impoſſible, 
that the Reformation of our Church, from 
the Corruptions of Popery, is a plain Evidence 
of what i have now aſſerted. This great 
Turn and Revolution in Religion muſt be 
aſcrib'd to our Eccleſiaſtical Superiors ; who, as 
they begun, ſo they 3 the me 
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by a proper Care about the Opinions of the 
Clergy. And when Matters are duly conſider'd, 
I doubt not but it will be found, that the 
Proteſtant Religion cannot be Supported, but 
by having Recourſe to the ſame Means, where- 
by it was firſt Eſtabliſn'd. 

Thirdly, I. will now proceed to the Third, 
and laſt Head propos'd, viz. What Obliga- 
tions are laid on thoſe who Subſcribe to Arti- 
cles of Religion. 

I have noted ſomething to this purpoſe in 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe ; viz. That 
a Subſcription to Articles, is a Declaration of 
our Belief, and implies an Afent to the Truth 
of thoſe Propoſitions, which are contain'd in 
them, 

All the Conſiderations therefore, which can 
be urg*d to prove our Obligation to moral 
Hodel, are ſo many Arguments of our Du- 
ty to ſubſcribe without Eguivocation or Reſerve: 
Nor can any thing be urg'd to juſtify or ex- 
cuſe a Prevarication in this reſpect, which will 
not tend to deſtroy all mutual Truſt and Con- 
fidence amongſt Men. Whoſoever therefore 
is not really perſwaded, that the Doctrines 
contain'd in our Articles are true, cannot 
Subſcribe, without an high Violation of moral 
Honeſty, and a breaking in upon the funda- 
mental Principle, on which all Society muſt 

be buile. | 

For the ſame Reaſons muſt we cenfure and 
- condemn a Subſcribing to our Articles with 
this Reſervation, viz. As far as they are 
- agreeable with Scripture z this being a Way of 
- eluding theſe Teſts of our religious Opinions 
* S and 
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and in effect no Subſcription at all. Are the 
Articles of the Church of England really 
agreeable with Scripture, or are they not? If 
they are not, then every honeſt Man ſhould 
decline any Subſcription to them; becauſe, 
by this Act, he openly profeſſes his Belief, that 
they are agreeable with Scripture. But if 
any Perſons will however inſiſt on this Reſer- 
vation, then let them conſider that the Sub- 
ſcription and the Reſervation, taken toge- 
ther, amount to this, viz. { do declare, that 
theſe Articles are agreeable with Scripture, ſo 
far forth as they are agreeable with Scripture. 
This is as much a trifling with common Senſe, 
as with common Honeſty. 

To proceed; It hath been already obſerv'd 
that theſe Subſcriptions are demanded for the 
Satisfaion of our Eccleſiaſtical Superiors con- 
cerning our Sentiments in religious Matters: 
they muſt therefore imply in them all that is 
neceſſary in order to give the Satisfaction in- 
tended ; and conſequently, muſt be underſtood 
in ſuch a Senſe, as will anſwer this Purpoſe. 
From hence it follows, that the Articles ſub- 
{crib*'d ought to be underſtood, not indiffe- 
cently in any Senſe, of which the Words may 
of themſelves, be capable; but in That pre- 
ciſe and determinate Signification, which was 
intended by the Inpoſers of them. This, I 
ſay, is plain from hence; that otherwiſe We 
evade the Teſt preſcrib'd, and give no Satiſ- 
faction in the Points demanded. 

But if it be admitted, that We ought to 
Subſcribe, not in our own private Senſe z but 
according to the Meaning and Intention of 
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the Impoſers z It may be further enquir'd,- how 
we ſhall fix and determine that Senſe ; eſpe- 
cially ſince there may be Articles expreſs'd 
in ſuch Terms, as make a Solation of this 
Queſtion difficult. 

he Impoſers then in the preſent Caſe of 
Subſcriptions, are, The Governing Part of the 
Church; by which we are not to underſtand 
merely the Compilers of the Articles; or thoſe 
who were Governors of the Church when 
the Articles were compil'd, excluſively of all 
others, but our Eccleſiaſtical Governors in ge- 
eral ; it being plain, that we equally receive 
Laws from all our Eccleſiaſtical Governors in 
Succeſſion. Theirs therefore 1s the Senſe, in 
which we muſt ſubſcribe theſe Articles; and 
How we may diſcover this Senſe, will, I hope, 
appear from the following Conſiderations. 

We may certainly know the Meaning of 
the Impoſers, if the Article be expreſs'd in 
Words, which have a ſingle and determinaie 
Senſe, according to the common Uſe of Lan- 
guage. And if Words, ſingly and ſeparately 
taken, are loo and indeterminate, yet their 
Senſe may be fix'd by the Circumſtances of the 
Article, in which they are found; and Ex- 
preſſions of themſelves doubtful, may become 
certain, by conſidering their Coherence with 
other Parts of the Propoſition. 

It may happen however, in ſome Inſtances, 
that the Meaning of Words may not be 
certainly determinable, either by common 
Uſe, or by the Circumſtances of the Article. 
If this prove the Caſe, then we are to under- 
ſtand them in ſuch a Senſe, as is * 
| | wit 
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with other. Articles of Religion: For, being 
oblig'd to ſubſcribe to all, we ought to un- 
derſtand them in ſuch a Senſe, as is conſiſtent 
with all; it being abſurd to declare our Be- 
lief of Contradictions, | WE bf 

But if Expreſſions ſhould occur, which can- 
not be determin'd by Paſſages in other Articles: 
then will it be proper to enquire, whether 
they may be fix'd by our Public Liturgy, or 
by any other Monuments, which have the 
Sanction of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, The Pro- 

fitions ſet forth in any of our Articles, 
ought to be underſtood in ſuch a Senſe, as is 
conſiſtent with every other Determination of 
the Church; becauſe the Church cannot be 
ſuppos'd to intend one thing in ſome of her pub- 
lick Acts, and the direct contrary in others: 
To which we may add, that thoſe who Sub- 
feribe the Articles of Religion, are oblig'd to 
admit thoſe other Determinations alſo; and 
conſequently, muſt ſubſcribe them in ſuch a 
Senſe as will make them agree and be conſiſtent 
with each other. 20 

Thus far an honeſt and ſincere Enquirer 
may be ſatisfied concerning the Intention of 
the Impoſers, in the ſeveral Articles which we 
Subſcribe. 8 

But if it ſnould happen, in ſome few Caſes 
that Propoſitions are expreſs'd in ſuch Terms, 
as have not a fingle and determinate Senſe, 
according to the common Uſe of Language ; and: 
the Meaning of which cannot be fix'd in other 
Articles, or by other publick Monuments of The 
Church; then it ſeems clear, that Men of 
different Sentiments may fairly ſubſcribe them 3 

provided 
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rovided the Senſe, in which they Subſcribe, 
be not different from ſome or other of the or. 
dinary Acceptations of theſe Terms. Such a 
Latitude of Expreſſion muſt certainly admit 
as great a Latitude of Interpretation; and if a 
Liberty of this kind had not been originally 
intended, we may fairly preſume it would, by 
ſome Act or other, have been reſtrain'd. 
To ſpeak ſtrictly, a Subſcription to Such 
Articles, can, in the Nature of things, amount 
to no more than this: viz. That we renounce 
the ſeveral Doctrines, which are inconſiſtent 
with every Senſe of the Propoſitions, - without 
declaring any thing concerning the particular 
and determinate Senſe of them: The Articles, 
taken in one View, are indeed excluſive of 
certain Opinions; and thus a Subſcription to 
them is a Condemnation of thoſe Opinions: 
But, in another reſpect, they are ſuppos'd to 
be indeterminate; and ſo far our Subſcription 
muſt be indeterminate alfo ; i. e. it muſt not be 
underſtood as a certain Declaration either of 
this, or that particular Opinion. 
From what hath been advanc'd under this 
Head, it will be eaſy to determine concern- 
ing thoſe-who contend, that our Articles are 
to be ſubſcrib'd in that Senſe only, wherein 
they are agreeable with Scripture z or, in other 
Words, who explain our Articles by their 
own private Interpretations of Scripture ; and 
conſequently ſubſcribe in that Senſe only 
which agrees with ſuch Interpretations. 
To prevent all needleſs Diſpute on this 
Point, we will ſuppoſe here, that ſome Pro- 


poſitions in the xxxix Articles may be ede 
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of different grammatical Senſes; and that thoſe - 
who ſubſcribe, do ſubſcribe; in ſome ſuch Senſe, 
as the Propoſitions, taken by themſelves, are 
capable of. We admit alſo, that foraſmuch 
as Scripture is the Word of God, nothing ought 
to be 1ubſcrib'd. in a Senſe contrary to Scrip- 
ture: And foraſmuch as every Man's ows 
Senſe of it, is, to him, the true Senſe, there- 
fore no Man ought to ſubſcribe to any Pro- 
poſitions in ſuch a Senſe, as is. inconſiſtent SHR 
his-own Her pretations of Scripture. _ 

Thus far, I preſume, we. are agreed: But 
then we may differ very widely in our Con- 


cluſion. For, the Scripture is not to be here 


conſider'd as explicatory of our Articles, but 
our Articles as explicatory of the Scripture: 
and therefore the Church's Senſe, in the Ar- 
ticles fubſcrib*d; is not to be determin'd by 
conſidering Scripture, but her Senſe of Scrip- 
ture is to be detetmin'd by conſidering the 
Articles. © To fix then the Church's Senſe, we 
muſt have Recourſe to ſome ſuch Rules, as I 
have before propos d: And if it ſhall appear, 
that che Church's Senſe, thus diſcover'd, is 
inconſiſtent wich what We judge to be the 
true Meaning and Interpretation of Scripture, 
then we cannot, conſiſtently with the common 
Rules of Honefty, ſubſcribe at all. 

To be more particular; There can be but 
three Cales, (as was before obſerv'd,) with 
reference to the Meaning of our Articles, 
They are either expreſs'd in Words, the 
Senſe of which is determin'd by the common U/z 
of Language; — Or elſe, in Words of tem- 
joe capable of ng Senſes, but the Se 
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of which is determinꝰd by the Church in ſome 
or other of her publick Ant; — Or, laſtly, in 
ſuch; as are, in neither of theſe reſpects, de- 
termin'd and reſtrain'd. The former Caſe 
hath nothing to do with the preſent Queſtion: 

And as to the Laſt, the Articles being ſup- 
posꝰ'd to be indeterminate, the Subſcription: muſt 
be ſo too; and therefore, the Church having 
exacted nothing ſpecial, the Subſcriber may 
abound in his own Senſe: In this Inſtance he 
may be allow'd to interpret the Articles 
agreeably to his own Senſe of Scripture; the 
Words being ſuppos'd, 3 to common 
Uſe, capable of ſuch a Meaning, But what we 
maintain is this; that in the Second Caſe, 
where the Meaning of the Articles is already 
fix d by ſome publick Ad of the Church, there 
no Liberty can be allow'd of altering the Senſe 
of it, and of adjuſting it to our own Interpre- 
tations of Scripture. And this may be main- 
tain'd, as by the Argument before inſiſted 
on, ſo alſo by This; that He who ſubſcribes 
One Article, equally ſubſcribes the reſt ; and, 
what is more, equally profeſſes Submiſſion 
to every other Determination of the Church: 
To ſubſcribe therefore in a Senſe, ſuppos'd 
to be agreeable with Scripture, but at the ſame 
time inconſiſtent with other Eccleſtaſtical Deter- 
minations, is, to aſſert and maintain Con- 
tradictions: It is to ſupport, and to deny the 
very ſame thing; and to oppoſe Scripture 
under the Pretence of defending it. 

Thus I have gone thro' with the ſeveral 
Heads propos'd; and ſhall only add, that Hl 
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them z if we neither queſtion. an evident Au- 


thority, — nor diſpute againſt a reaſonable In- 


jun&ion,--nor, under the Shew of Compliance, 


defeat the very End and Deſign of the In- 


junction. A good Man will be Cautious, but 


not Subtle : He will firſt Examine with In- 


partiality and Care, and then Subſcribe with 


Sincerity and Plainneſs. — May no Complaints 
of the contrary Practice be ever juſtly made 
againſt the Clergy of our Church: — Better 
things may be hop'd than this; for Ve bave 


not ſo legrnt Chriſt, 
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Three Sermons Preached before the Univerſity of Oxford, 
on the Doctrine ot the Trinity. By William Stephens, M. A. 
Vicar; of St. Andrew in 70 aul. late Fellow of Exeter 
College i in Oxford. 

"The Several Heterodox Hypotheſes, concerning both * Perſons 
and the Attributes of the Godhead, juſtly chargeable with more 
pence: and Abſurdities than. hoe which have been 
groundleſly. imputed to the Catholick Syſtem. A Viſitation 
Sermon + ed at St. Andrew's in Plymouth, by William 
Stephens, M. A. 

Reformd Devotions: Being a Collection of the beſt 
Hymns,” Minor andthe? 5p 8 Nd Exerciſes, for all Oc- 
caſions, com poſed by Div ines of the Church of England. 
and Foreign * ; A Laud, Featly, Duppa, Which- 


cott, Mettenſſall, Ceſins, Hamond, - Taylor," Bergard, * Scott, 


Tian. | Patrick). Kettlewell, Bennet, "Thomas a Kempis. 
Stanhope, Inett, Hicks, Nelſon, Got hair. The» whole cor- 
rected and improved by Fof. Waſſe, Chaplain to his Grace 
the Duke of 285 and Rector of Aunboe in Norrhampton- 


. 
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* 


